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Chapter I.  Voter Registration

Revised 7/7/14

In order to vote in official elections in Kansasperson must possess the constitutional
gualifications of an elector and must be registeoedbte.

a. Qualifications

The constitutional qualifications to vote in Kansas: (1) eighteen years of age or older,
(2) U.S. citizenship, and (3) residency in Kans@Bere is no length of residency

requirement in Kansas, other than the 20 days arst be registered before the election.
[Kansas Constitution, Article 5, Section 1]

Further, there is a statutory requirement of regigin before voting[KSA 25-2302] A
person possessing the constitutional qualificatioresy apply for registration to the
county election officer of the county where thegoer lives, using an application form
approved by the Secretary of StakesA 25-2309(a)]

A special provision allows seventeen-year-oldsetpgter to vote if they will be eighteen
on or before the next statewide general elecfic®A 25-2306] This does not allow them
to vote in the primary or at any other electiondoefattaining the age of eighteen.

b. Disqualifications

A registrant is disqualified from voting by reasofh death, federal or state felony

conviction, or declaration by a court of compefenisdiction.[Kansas Constitution, Article 5,
Section 2; KSA 25-2316¢; KSA 21-4615; KSA 22-3722]

If a registrant moves out of the state, his/her @aremoved from the voter list of the
county of the registrant’'s most recent registratibma registrant moves from one county
to another within the state, the registrant’s nasneemoved from the voter list in the
county of former residence and added to the vasgernr the county of new residence,
either by re-registering in the new county or bynpteting a driver’s license change of
address form. (See Sections e and h below.)

A registrant may at any time file a written requegh the county election officer to have
his/her name removed from the voter IIBRBA 25-2316¢(f)(2)]

Death Notices

Kansas law requires the cancellation of registratiozzhen voters die. County election
officers are to check obituary notices in local spapers and cancel the registrations of
those who are deceaséggisA 25-2316¢(f)(1)]Also, the statewide voter registration system
has an interface with the Office of Vital Statistim the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment which provides lists of deceasadgres to county election officers
electronically [KSA 65-2422d(f)]
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Also, in 2012 the Secretary of State initiated anual program of comparing the voter
registration list to the Social Security Administoa’s death master file. Results are
provided to county election officers for cancebati of deceased registrants after
confirming that the possible matches do, in fagpresent the same individual.

Felony Convictions

Conviction of either a state or a federal felonguts in the loss of voting rights until the
person completes the terms of the sentence. Ipéngon is granted probation or parole,
his/her term of sentence is not completed untilgrebation or parole is finished. The
law prohibits a person who has been convicted tdl@ny from all of the following:

registering to vote, voting, holding public officer serving on a jurylKSA 21-4603, 21-
4603d, 21-4615]

Federal convictions--The NVRA directs the U.S. Aty in each federal judicial district
to notify the chief state election officer of fedkfelony convictions. The chief election
officer (in Kansas, this is the Secretary of Stdteyvards the notice to the appropriate

county election officer for cancellation of thedels voter registration[NVRA, Section
8(g); KSA 25-2316¢(g)]

State convictions—The county election officer iquieed to cancel the voter registration
of all persons convicted of state felonies. Beftire Help America Vote Act of 2002
(HAVA), there was no consistent, statewide systemnbtification of convictions. The
voter registration system developed pursuant to AAnterfaces with the Department of
Corrections’ database and provides notices of stateny convictions to CEOs
electronically. Upon receipt of such informatiohe tcounty election officer cancels the
registrations. When notified of a felon’s dischartie county election officer allows the
person to re-register.

The Kansas Department of Corrections provides diguiformation web site called
KASPER (Kansas Adult Supervised Population EledtrdRepository) that election
officers may use to obtain additional informationto confirm information provided
through the HAVA interface

Note:

A felon who loses voting rights must re-registevtte after the sentence is completed.
The county election officer does not automaticaligtore the person’s name to the
registration list. When registering to vote, théofeis not required to submit proof of

final discharge. The voter registration applicatiorm contains an affidavit above the

signature line attesting that the person’s righdwehbeen restored. Signing a false
affidavit is a felony, which could result in losbwwting rights upon conviction.

Jury Duty Noncitizen Lists

A 2013 law requires district courts in Kansas tovote to the Secretary of State the
names of prospective jurors who indicated on theiy questionnaires that they are not
United States citizens. Noncitizens are exempt fforg duty. The Secretary of State
passes the names on to CEOs for review. If theyfamaed to be noncitizens and
registered voters, their registrations are canceded the individuals could face
prosecution for falsely registering to vote.
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c. Application

The law requires a person who wants to be a registeoter to complete a voter
registration application form and submit it to tb@unty election officer in the county
where the person lives. The application must be ema a form approved by the
Secretary of State or on the universal form présdiby the Federal Election

Commission (now the Election Assistance Commissiwhjch may be used in any state.
[KSA 25-2309(a)]

The standard Kansas voter registration applicdbam also is used for other purposes in
addition to the original registration of a voterid used to update the voter’s registration
records, such as name changes, address changestyaffiliation changes; and it is
used in the process of administering provisiondbbsa

The form approved by the Secretary of State issegl/ifrom time to time as a result of
statutory changes, the addition of a newly recagphigolitical party or a party’s loss of
recognition. When the form is revised, it is distiied to all county election officers and
others required by law to conduct voter registratibhe application form is available on
the Secretary of State’s Internet web sitenatv.sos.ks.goand on some county election
officers’ sites.

Registration is available at hundreds of placetewide. Some sites are required by law
(see NVRA below, Section h) and others may be desagl by the county election
officer at sites such as banks, grocery storesyrigss, and at public events such as county
fairs. These sites offer voter registration oppaittes during their normal business hours.
NVRA-mandated sites are ontgquiredto offer voter registration to persons applying
for the regular services or benefits provided by difices. It is optional for these offices

to offer registration to persons who are not apgyior services or benefitfKSA 25-
2303(b)]

Any person wishing to conduct a voter registratdmve may obtain a supply of

application forms and distribute them, but theywtdoe mindful of laws governing

distribution of forms and timely transmittal to tledection office. They may receive
training from the county election officer or thecBsary of State’s office as to how to
instruct applicants on completing the form andréguirements for returning completed
forms to the respective county election offices.e TBecretary of State provides a
pamphlet outlining the rules for conducting votegistration drives.

Faxing and Emailing Applications

In 2008 the Secretary of State adopted a policy efection officers may accept faxed
voter registration applications. Many CEOs havepaelb this policy. In practice, this
policy has been expanded to allow applicants tostrat via email scanned images of
application forms to the election office. This iewed as another form of electronic
transmission, similar to faxing, and is acceptasdéong as the images are legible.

Electronic Motor-Voter
Driver’s license offices are an important part k¢ tvoter registration process due to the

National Voter Registration Act of 1993. This igtteason the NVRA is often referred to
as “motor-voter.” In many areas of the United Staiacluding Kansas, a majority of
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new applications and changes of address come throwgor vehicle offices. From the
time of implementation of the NVRA in Kansas in timéd-1990s until 2008, the motor-
voter process was on paper, meaning that even hhthegdriver’s license application
process was paperless, DMV offices handed out pager registration applications to
those individuals who wished to register to vote.

In late 2007 the Secretary of State and the Kabsgsrtment of Revenue, of which the
Division of Motor Vehicles is a part, signed a Meanadum of Understanding to develop
an electronic, paperless motor-voter system. Beginim the fall of 2008, DMV offices
began to collect and transmit voter registratioadalectronically. Using the basic
information collected for driver’s licenses, thever's license examiners ask several
additional questions required for voter registnatiecitizenship and age questions, party
affiliation and phone number—and transmit the infation with the digitized signature
attached from the driver’s license database.

The voter registration data is processed throughstatewide voter registration database,
sorted by county and sent to each county electffineothrough the Agency Central
module.

Also, change of address information is sent theesaay, as well as data collected on
DMV’s change of address Internet web site.

d. Processing Applications

The county election officer has the responsibibfyprocessing each application and
determining whether the applicant meets the cangtital and statutory requirements of
a qualified elector in KansagKSA 25-2303, 25-2304, 25-2309(gifach application must be

reviewed for completeness and legibility.

U.S. Citizenship Verification

Beginning January 1, 2013, all new registrantsragpiired to submit proof of United
States citizenship when registering to vokesA 25-2309(1)] Proof of citizenship may be
provided at the time of registration or any timertafter until the day before an election.
Documents may be delivered or mailed to the cowhdgtion office by the close of
business the day before an election, or they magutenitted electronically (fax or
email) by midnight the day before the electiitaR 7-23-14(b)]

Once a person has submitted evidence of U.S. w#igp, he/she is not required to
provide it again. If the voter’s registration isncaled for any valid reason, the voter is
once again required to prove citizenshAR 7-23-14(c) and (d)]If the voter moves to
another state, he/she is subject to that statqisnrement.

Following is a list of documents that may be usegdrove one’s U.S. citizenship.

» Driver’s license or nondriver’s identification cassued by the division of
vehicles or the equivalent governmental agencyhofleer state within the United
States if the agency indicates on the applicamigeds license or nondriver’s
identification card that the person has providadtectory proof of United States
citizenship
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» Birth certificate that verifies United States o#iship

* United States passport or pertinent pages of thkcapt’'s United States valid or
expired passport identifying the applicant andapplicant’s passport number

* United States naturalization documents or the nurobte certificate of
naturalization. (If only the number of the certifie of naturalization is provided,
the applicant shall not be included in the regisirarolls until the number of the
certificate of naturalization is verified with tlunited States bureau of citizenship
and immigration services by the county electiornceffor the secretary of state,
pursuant to 8 U.S.C. 8§ 1373(c)

» Other documents or methods of proof of United Statizenship issued by the
federal government pursuant to the immigration rsattbnality act of 1952

» Bureau of Indian Affairs card number, tribal treatyd number or tribal
enrollment number

» Consular report of birth abroad of a citizen of thated States

» Certificate of citizenship issued by the Unitedt&secitizenship and immigration
services

» Certification of report of birth issued by the UrdtStates Department of State

* American Indian card, with KIC classification, igslby the United States
Department of Homeland Security

» Final adoption decree showing the applicant’s nanmeUnited States birthplace;

» United States military record of service showing #ipplicant’s place of birth in
the United States

» Extract from a United States hospital record oftbareated at the time of the
applicant’s birth indicating the applicant’s plaafebirth in the United States

Free Birth Certificates

The most common method people use to prove th&r titizenship is to submit their
birth certificates. If a person was born in Kandas'she may obtain a fee-waived birth
certificate from the Office of Vital Statistics ithe Kansas Department of Health and
Environment for use in registering to vote. Thei€ffof Vital Statistics will issue a free
certified copy of a person’s Kansas birth certtigcdor voter registration purposes to
anyone who: (a) is 17 years of age or older, (bjoisregistered to vote in Kansas and
wishes to be registered, and (c) swears under fyeatlperjury that he/she does not
possess any of the documents needed to prove itizBnship.[KSA 65-2418(a)(3)]

Form BCA (Birth Certificate Affidavit) is used teesure the fee waiver. The applicant
still must complete the KDHE Application for Certifl Copy of Kansas Birth Certificate
and submit the other necessary documentation torotste birth certificate.

Note: The Office of Vital Statistics also providése-waived birth certificates to
individuals who are already registered to vote Wb need certificates to submit to the
Division of Motor Vehicles in order to obtain aé&eaondriver’s ID card to use as a photo
ID for voting. See also Section Il c.

Appeal to the State Election Board

A person wishing to register to vote in Kansas wilaes not possess any of the
documents to prove the person’s U.S. citizenshig apgpeal to the state election board.
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[KSA 25-2309(m)] The state election board, composed of the Lieuter@overnor,
Attorney General and Secretary of State, is charg@ti assessing the evidence
presented by the applicant and determining whethgrant registration status.
The process is as follows:
* The applicant contacts the Elections Division & 8ecretary of State’s office.
* The Secretary of State notifies the members oftate election board regarding
receipt of the applicant’s information.
 The applicant may request a hearing. If not, thardoproceeds with its
assessment of the citizenship evidence provided.
» If the applicant requests a hearing, notice is mit@ the applicant five days
before the hearing. The applicant may be repreddnteounsel at the hearing.
* The board assesses the evidence provided and gdbidessue by a majority
vote.
» If the submission was made prior to the close gisteation for an election, the
board’s determination is issued at least five dsfsre the election.
* If the board denies the applicant’s request folistegfion status, the applicant
may appeal the determination by instituting anasctinder 8 U.S.C. § 1503 for
declaratory judgment.

Rules for Citizenship Verification

* A person registered to vote in Kansas before JgnliaR013 is not required to
prove his/her U.S. citizenshifxSA 25-2309(n)]

» A registered voter who moves from one place to larotwvithin Kansas or who
modifies his/her registration information for angason (change of address,
change of party, change of name, etc.) is not requio prove U.S. citizenship
again.[KSA 25-2309(p)]

» Proof of voter registration from another state a$ satisfactory evidence of U.S.
citizenship in KansagksA 25-2309(0)]

« If a person’s evidence of citizenship is deemedatisfctory due to an
inconsistency in the name or gender on the citizpndocument, the applicant
may sign an affidavit explaining the inconsisteacyl swearing that he/she is the
individual reflected in the document. This provisicdoes not apply to
inconsistencies in the date of birfkSA 25-2309(q)]

Citizenship and Age Boxes

The voter registration application form includegck boxes for the applicant to indicate
whether he/she is a United States citizen and wenét&/'she will be at least 18 years old
by the next election. If the citizenship box is mbtecked, the county election officer
rejects the application and mails the applicant alica of incompleteness with
instructions on how to complete the application #rel period of time during which the

application must be submitted in order to be el@ib vote in the next electio[KSA 25-
2309(K)]

Also, boxes are provided on the Kansas voter negish application form for the county
election officer to check to indicate whether tipplacant has provided the information
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necessary to assess the eligibility of the applicamcluding the applicant's U.S.
citizenship[KSA 25-2309(b)(16)]

Verification with the Division of Motor Vehicles

Each applicant is required to provide either thesp's driver’'s license number or the
last four digits of the Social Security number ba applicationfKSA 25-2309(b)(5)]These
numbers are verified using an interface with theigddon of Motor Vehicles driver's
license database to satisfy the requirements dfiie America Vote Act.

Alternative Forms of Signatures

State law requires the applicant for voter regigirato sign the application form. For a
person with a disability, the signature may be miagienark, initials, typewriter, print,

stamp, symbol or any other manner if by placing slgmature the person intends the
signature to be binding. A signature may be madarmther person at the applicant’s

direction if the signature reflects the applicamtntion. See the chart on page 11-66.
[KSA 25-2309(a)]

The law also allows a computerized, electronicigitided transmitted signature, which
allows the Division of Motor Vehicles to collect cairansmit voter registration data,

including the signature, in a paperless format. Heetronic Motor-Voter above.
[KSA 25-2309(a)]

Notices of Disposition

The county election officer sends a notice of dssfpan to each applicant, notifying the
applicant either that:

- the application is sufficient and the applicantame has been added to the
official county voter registration list, or

- the information on the application was incompletéllegible or the applicant
did not meet the requirements for voting. The reoti€ disposition requests the applicant
to contact the election office to supply the migsimformation if something was
incomplete or illegible[NVRA Section 8(a)(2), KSA 25-2316¢(a)]
The reason for the notice of disposition may be tha applicant failed to check the
citizenship box[KSA 25-2309(k)]
If a notice of disposition is returned by the poffice as undeliverable, the county
election officer must send a confirmation notifesA 25-2309(e)] The NVRA does not
permit removal of the registrant’'s name from thgiseation list due to the return of the
notice of disposition as undeliverable, but thesters may be designated as “inactive,”
mailed a confirmation notice, and their registrasionay be canceled if they do not vote
in any election held between the date of the covdtion notice and the second
succeeding federal general election. (See FEC Gpide7, 3-8.)
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Incomplete Records

The CEO creates a record in the ELVIS voter regfistin database for any person who
submits a voter registration application. A perseino submits an incomplete voter

registration application is entered into the dasadaut is not given full registration status
until they correct whatever deficiency existed wihle application. This type of record is

referred to as an Incomplete record and given tasta Suspense in ELVIS. There are
many reasons for Incomplete status: missing nansgsimg signature, missing birth date,

insufficient or improper address, illegible handwg, or failure to provide evidence of

U.S. citizenship. Upon creation of the Incompleteard, the CEO must mail the person a
notice of disposition informing them of the defieoy and how to correct it before the

next election. In this case, the notice of dispositis referred to as a notice of

incompleteness. If the person corrects the defigiethe Incomplete status is removed
and the person is an active registered voter.

Registration Deadline

The deadline for voter registration before any tebecis an important date. The law
establishes the deadline as thé& 8ay before the election, so prospective voters nuay
apply for registration for that election after tlatte [K SA 25-2311]

Applications postmarked by the 2Hay before the election must be accepted and
processed for that election. If the postmark issmi or illegible, the application should
be accepted only if received in the election offigethe ninth day before the election.
[KSA 25-2311(e)]

Applications received during the 20-day period wihregistration is closed before an
election are not valid for that election. Such agtions are processed beginning the day
after the electionKSsA 25-2309(f)]

The pre-election registration deadlines affect rgteonstitutional right to vote. Thus, it
is imperative that county election officers promgptlorward to each other any
applications or changes of address received inldlys leading up to the deadline. If one
county election officer receives applications bg tegistration deadline, or applications
which arepostmarkedoy the deadline, those registrations are valid mogt be sent to
the appropriate county without delay. A phone talhotify the election officer that the
registrations are being forwarded is recommendekewise, the Secretary of State’s
office observes the same deadlines and makes effery to forward applications to the
appropriate counties and to notify election offecirat applications are being mailed.
(See also Section | f, Party Affiliation Deadling;a 3, Primary Elections; Il a 6,
Presidential Preference Primary Party Affiliation)

A person who completes an application for voteristegtion is not considered a
registered voter until the county election offieglds the applicant’'s name to the county’s
official voter registration listikSA 25-2309(g)]In this sense, the person who completes an
application is an applicant; if the applicationdsemed valid, the person is a registrant;
when the registrant votes in an election, he/sheoissidered a voter. In processing
applications and adding names to the registratginit is important to keep in mind one
of the provisions in the NVRA that says that onegistered, a person’s name may not be
removed from the list except for specified statyutogasons (death, felony conviction,
moving out of the county, etc.). Thus, once a cpusiection officer processes an
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application, deems it valid, and adds the applisamhme to the official list, the name
may not be removed except for reasons specifi&bih 25-2316c¢(f).

Date of Registration

The date of registration entered into the voteiistegfion file by the county election
officer is significant. Not only is this the dateetapplicant becomes eligible to vote, but
it is also when the person is eligible for othelitpzal acts such as running for office and
signing petitions. In most cases the registratiate ds the date the election officer
finishes reviewing the application and adds theliegpt's name to the official voter
registration list. However, at certain times, e$gc before the registration cut-off
before an election, there may be too many apptinatio process and add to the list on
the same day they are received. For this reasergaiinty election officer should adopt a
practice of date-stamping applications when they r@ceived in the election office.
Then, when the applications have been processetharglalifications of the applicants
have been verified, the date stamped on each afiphicis the date entered on the
official list and the date of eligibility of the gestrant.

Verification Notices

These areoptional notices mailed to applicants with the intention waifying the
sufficiency of their addresses. The NVRA and Karigas neither require nor prohibit
them, so they may be used if the county electidiceaf wishes. The notices are mailed
before the registrant’'s name is added to the magish list and before the notice of
disposition is mailed. If a verification notice returned undeliverable, a notice of
disposition may then be mailed informing the appiicthat the address provided on the
voter registration application was inadequate, taedapplicant’'s name has not yet been
added to the registration list. If the verificatinatice is not returned undeliverable by the
post office, the notice of disposition must themtled informing the applicant of their
status as a registered voter.

Residency

County election officers are voter registrars aftdroreceive questions about what is the
proper address to use in registering to vote. Enm tresidency arises in four election-
related situations: (1) registering to vote, (2kinmg, (3) running as a candidate for
elective office, and (4) holding office.

Statutes
The key statute defining residency for voter regigtn purposes is KSA 25-407, which
states:

Rule for determining residence of voterThe judges of election, in determining
the residence of a person offering to vote, shalgbverned by this section. "Residence"
means the place adopted by a person as such peptace of habitation, and to which,
whenever such person is absent, such person hagehgon of returning.
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The key word is intent. The registrant is allowadléw to determine his/her place of
residence according to their intent, and it isidift for another person to disprove it.

Another relevant statute is KSA 25-2309, which gogethe registration process and the
design of the application form. Subsection (b)&)uires the applicant to provide his/her
“place of residence, including specific addreskoation...”

A registrant’s address is determined by the remusirFor voter registration purposes,
residency is not related to or affected by vehiggistration, tax payment, utility
hookups, or census enumeration. When questiong, ahe U.S. Census determines
residency as the place where a person usuallyssl@éqs rule is not applied in voter
registration.

Further, the terms legal residence, permanentaesed and primary residence are not
part of the definition of residence for voter régiion purposes.

County Election Officer’'s Role

The CEO'’s role in voter registration is ministeridlhe CEO processes registration
applications and determines if an address is armabatldress in the county, but does not
determine if a particular address is tt@rect one for a certain registrant. The CEO
cannot add requirements to the voter registratimegss, such as asking for documents
proving residency.

But the CEO must process the applications. KSA 2892g) states that an applicant is
not considered a registered voter until the CEGsdtd applicant’'s name to the county
voter registration list.

Another statute to consider here is KSA 25-23224ckvitates in part:

Mandamus to compel registration. If the county election officer refuses to
register any person who makes application thera$oprovided in this act, such person
may bring an action in mandamus to require suclstragjon in the district court of the
district in which the county election officer isclted. One may conclude from this
statute that the CEO must register each applicaless there is evidence that the person
is not qualified or eligible to vote. If the CEGilfato do so, the applicant has a statutory
right to seek relief in court.

Review of Residency in Election-Related Situations
There are procedures outlined in law that may bexl usa question arises regarding a
person’s residency in each of the four electioatesl situations.

(1) Registering to vote—
The CEO checks each application for completenesk legibility and verifies that
addresses provided are actual addresses. The CH®t iquthorized to add other
verification procedures in an attempt to determaneapplicant’s intent with regard to
residency.

(2) Voting—
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Poll workers may, and in fact, have a duty to, lemgle a voter's ballot if there is a
guestion about the voter's qualifications to volettballot in that precinct on that
election day. KSA 25-414(a) states: “It shall be tfuty of each judge of election to
challenge any person offering to vote, whom theggudhall know or suspect not to be
qualified as an elector.” The act of challenginigadiot raises the residency question and
requires the county board of canvassers to debeléssue. The canvassers may seek the
advice of the county counselor or county attorney.

(3) Running as a candidate for elective office—
The CEO or, as the case may be, the Secretanatd Bas the authority to determine the
validity of candidate filings pursuant to KSA 2580
A candidate’s residency may be questioned throbglobjection process (KSA 25-308).
If the county or state election officer determiesandidate’s filing to be valid, another
person may file an objection. If the county or staection officer determines a
candidate’s filing to be invalid, the candidate nfiéyan objection.
Objections are considered and decided by the coamgtate objection board, which is
considered a quasi-judicial body.

(4) Holding office—
If a question arises about the qualifications ob#ice holder, two methods provided in
law for removing the person from office are reeaitl ouster. Recall is a petition/election
process. Ouster is a court proceeding initiatedthi®y county/district attorney or the
Attorney General.

Conclusion

When faced with questions about residency, the @GSt keep in mind the ministerial

nature of their duties. Members of the public magezt them to do more, but all public
officials must act within the limits of their statwy duties. The CEO is encouraged to
seek the advice of the county attorney or countynselor.

In several of the procedures outlined above—chgifenballots, objections, and recall—
there are officials other than the CEO involvedthwe process, which increases the
likelihood that the correct solution will be readitrough the input of multiple officials.

e. List Maintenance

Maintenance of voter registration lists requiresstant attention in the election office. It
is a cooperative effort between local electionadis nationwide and the state election
offices. List maintenance includes keeping updatéokrmation on all of the following
possible changes in each registrant’s registrataia:

(1) address change

(2) name change

(3) party affiliation change

(4) active/inactive status

(5) suspended status

(6) restricted address status (requiring nondisclogtiresidence address)

(7) disqualification from voting.
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The county election officer maglwaysact without confirmation on information signed
and received directly from the voter, such as:
(1) a new voter registration application form contaghupdated information
(2) a change of address form completed at a drivieess$e station
(3) information on a provisional ballot envelope oheit information collected
from the voter at the polling place
(4) a written request from a voter.

In updating voter registration records, howevels itnportant to change the records only
if the new information is received on a form desigrfor that purpose. Information
received from a source other than the voter, mrin&tion received from the voter on a
form designed for a different purpose, must be icowfd before altering the official
voter registration records. For instance, if a votdicates a different address in signing a
petition or on the advance ballot application fornshould not be considered a change in
voter registration without confirmation. Or, if agistered voter files as a candidate for
elective office and indicates on the declarationirdéntion or petition a residential
address different from the address on his/her tragjien records, the registration records
should not be changed on that basis alone. Rathercandidacy should be declared
invalid if the address is outside the election rdistand if residency in the district is
required for that office.

Inactive and Suspended Statuses

Inactive—

An inactive voter is a registered voter who hasbmailed a confirmation notice because
the voter apparently movemlt of the countynd has not responded to the notice and has
not voted in any election or otherwise contactesl eélection office[KSA 25-2316c(e)(4)]
This designation is a result of the National VoRegistration Act’s list maintenance
provisions. This includes those who were mailed oafiomation notice because a
“forwarding order expired” or “moved-no forwardirgldress” notice was received from
the post office. These individuals are still regisd and may reactivate their status by
voting or through another contact with the electiffice. The inactive designation is in
most cases a temporary status; either the votérewdéintually make some contact with
the election office to reactivate his/her status,the registration will eventually be
canceled if the voter fails to vote in any electiaid in the county between the date the
notice was mailed and the date of the second subséqational/state general election.
[KSA 25-2316¢(d)(2)]At any rate, inactive voters are registered votéheir names should
be included on poll books sent to the polls onteleaay.

Suspended—

A suspended voter is a registered voter who hdsdfdb vote at two consecutive
national/state general electiofisSA 25-2304(b)| This is not a designation arising from the
National Voter Registration Act; rather, it is asdgation required by state law that helps
candidates, campaigns and political parties excludiely voters from their mailings
and other campaign contacts. These individualsstiteregistered and may cause their
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“suspended” designation to be canceled by voting inational/state general election.
Note that because of the statutory definition & tarm “suspended voter,” a voter’'s
suspended status is not removed by voting in aomalfstateprimary election, a
city/school primary or general election, or a spkajuestion submitted election
(although, if the voter is also amactivevoter, voting in one of these elections can affect
the voter’s inactive status). The suspended votad his/her suspended designation only
by voting in a national/state general election. peénsled status never results in
cancellation of the voter’s registration. If a saisged voter is canceled it is due to some
other reason.

A particular voter may be designated as eithertimaor suspended or both. They are
separate but similar designations that may somstowerlap.

“Suspended” should not be confused with “suspensetérms of the Kansas statewide
voter registration database (ELVIS), suspended reagon and suspense is a status.
Applications representing individuals who are naotl-fledged registered voters are
designated with the suspense status; for instanO&AVA voters and those who have
not completed the requirements for registrationiuffa to sign application or provide
proof of citizenship, etc.). Thus, Suspense regfisins are more properly referred to as
Incomplete. Suspended is a reason defined asesgistoters who have not voted in the
past two consecutive November general elections.

Address Restricted Status

Certain individuals may file a request with the wtyuelection officer to have their

residential addresses concealed from public recofdsen a person makes such a
request, his/her residential address is not priotegoll books or provided to persons
who purchase voter registration data.

Such applicants must specify a “clearly unwarranteesion of personal privacy or a

threat to the voter's safety. It is most commongguested by victims of domestic
violence, law enforcement officers and judicialicéfs.

The Secretary of State has prepared a form, Form-RBguest for Nondisclosure of

Residential Address, for this purpoBesA 25-2309(i)]

Safe at Home Status

Kansas law provides a program, administered bystwretary of State and called Safe at
Home, that allows victims of domestic violence tarticipate in a program where all
their personal information is removed from pubkcards. Once a person enrolls in the
Safe at Home program, all their mail is sent to 8erretary of State’s office and
forwarded to them at an undisclosed address.

Safe at Home status extends to voting. Participaretg register to vote and apply for
mailed advance ballots through the Secretary akeSte administrator of the program
in the Secretary of State’s office coordinates il appropriate county election officers
to have ballots mailed, returned and tabulated.

Tracking Address Changes
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The most expensive list maintenance activity irmterof time and money spent is
tracking address changes. Any time the county ielecifficer receives evidence of a
voter’s change of address from any source other di@ctly from the voter, the change
must be confirmed. This is usually done by mailenfprwardable confirmation notice.
(See NVRA Guide for County Election Officers, ordirmation Mailing Procedure”

below.)

Evidence of an address change might be:
(1) a returned piece of official election mail
(2) a returned mail ballot or advance voting ballot
(3) information from the National Change of Addressgram
(4) information from the county’s own mass or targetelings
(5) information from the interstate voter registrataata crosscheck.

If the county election officer has been notified afvoter's address change by any
alternative source other than those listed abaweh as from an election board worker or
a candidate, the election officer may contact theewvby phone, mail or other means in
an attempt to determine the correct address. Hawekie election officer may not
change a voter’s address without written noticenftbe voter, nor may the voter’s name
be included in any category (such as confirmati@ilings) that might eventually result
in cancellation of the voter’s registration.

Note that this is different from the NCOA proce$he NCOA is recognized in federal
and state law as an acceptable means of identiyiliyess changes. The laaquires
the address to be changed on the county registregimrds and a confirmation notice to
be sent when an in-county address change is dissb#erough NCOA.

If a voter moves to a new address in a differeetipct in the same county, the county
election officer may choose to send a notice infogithe voter of the location of the
new polling place.

Confirmation Mailing Procedure

If the county election officer receives indicatioh a voter's address change from a
source other than the voter, the NVRA requiresattidress change to be confirmed. This
is done through the confirmation mailing proc@ssA 25-2316c(d), (e)]

The confirmation notice is a forwardable, returrsfage-paid mail piece asking the voter
to verify and update his/her address information.

An important distinction affecting the processirfgconfirmation notices is whether the
apparent address change is a meithin the county oput ofthe county (or state).

1. If the county election officer receives an gation that a voter has moved
within the county, the election officer must:
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- change the voter’s registration record to reftee change,

- send a forwardable confirmation notice to theevat the new address.
The voter’s status remains active.
If the confirmation notice is returned by the vottie county election officer verifies the
information and files the card. If the confirmatiotice is not returned, the county
election officer does nothing else. The voter's samay not be removed from the
registration list.

2. If the county election officer receives an ocation that a voter has movedt
of the county, the election officer must:

- send a forwardable confirmation notice to theevat the new address,

- change the voter’s status to inactive.
The voter's name may not be removed from the tegisn list yet.
If the confirmation notice is returned by the voterifying that the voter has moved out
of the county, the county election officer remotas voter's name from the registration
list and files the card. If the confirmation notite not returned, or if the post office
returns the confirmation notice as “undeliverabte”“moved-no forwarding address,”
the county election officer does nothing else. Thérthe voter fails to vote in any
election from the date of the confirmation notideough the second succeeding
statewide general election, the county electioiteffremoves the voter's name from the
registration list. If the post office returns thetise as undeliverable, the voter is
considered inactive and thus may be canceled thit¢esecond succeeding federal general
election.

The county election officer must maintain recordstlte dates of all confirmation
mailings and returns from voters for statisticglaes filed with the Secretary of State.
Such records are maintained for two years.

Change of Address Forms

If a previously-registered voter completes a chaofgaddress form at a driver’s license
office, the law requires that the same form alsweséo change their address for voter
registration purposes unless the voter indicatesraiise on the form. Public assistance
offices distribute new registration forms to apatits who change their addresses. If a
change of address form indicates that the applidaas not want the address change to
affect the voter registration records, the couggteon officer simply files the form with
the voter’s original registration card(s) and doeshing else. For all other completed
change of address forms, the county election officakes the required changes on the
voters’ registration records and files the form#hwiheir original registration cards.

Change of address forms completed at driver's $eeaffices are forwarded to the
county election officer both on paper and electaltly. Change of address forms
received through the driver’s license system dorequire the county election officer to
send confirmation notices. However, it is advisabte send notices to the voters
informing them if their precincts and polling plaoghange.
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Change of address forms resulting from county-t@atp moves result in previously-
registered voters’ records being transferred frora oounty to the other. They are not
new registrations; they are updates or transfetts the voter history, party affiliation and
date of original registration following each votéfdost change of address forms are
electronic, sent to the CEO by the Division of MoWehicles as a result of either an in-
office address change or an online change entgréukbvoter.

Change of address forms are processed accordthg following guidelines:
Change of Address Procedure

Change of address forms are completed at driveeside offices and forwarded to the
county election officer on paper or via email. Stmes a voter submits a new voter
registration form indicating a change of addre$sarathan changing his/her address at a
driver’s license office. These constitute inforratireceived directly from the voter and
are processed by the CEO without the need for &romation notice.

Changes of address fall into three main categories.

1. A voter whamoved into Kansas from outside the state—
This voter's out-of-state registration does notidal the voter. The county election
officer should consider this as a written requestd voter registration form. Send a
notice to the person saying they must registerangd@s and enclose a voter registration
application form.

2. A voter whamoved within the county—
The county election officer should make the addobssige on the voter registration file.
The record should maintain the date of the origisgistration along with the voter
history and party affiliation.

3. A voter whamoved from one county to another in Kansas—

a. If the votersnewresidence is in the county election officer’'s ciyyn

(1) the CEO enters the data and conducts a @ut@lgearch to identify the
county of the voter’s previous residence,

(2) if the previous address is in a Kansas cqusgject the record. The
electronic record and all attached documentsth@ county of
previous registration imaged the documents) aweomatically
transferred to the new county.

(3) if the documents are not imaged, ask the @EOe county of
previous registration to mail the hard copiestlod documents
relevant to the voter’s record.

(4) if the previous address is not in Kansas psget 1 above.

b. If the voter'spreviousaddress is in the county election officer's coyniyder
normal circumstances the CEO does not need to gthiag because the record is
automatically transferred to the new county whes @O in that county processes the
change of address.
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In the unlikely event that the CEO in the countyttee voter’'s previous address
receives notice of the address change before tl@ i@Ehe new county, the CEO should
cancel the registration.

Emergency 9-1-1 Addressing

Applicants for voter registration are required tovide residential addresses on the
application form in order for the county electioffi@er to assign them to the correct
precincts, which determines the correct pollingcptaand ballots for the registrants.
Some traditional addresses such as rural routesstamdroutes are not geographically
specific, requiring the county election officer mot the locations of the voters’
residences on a map to determine their precincts.

When a county (or sometimes a jurisdiction withie tounty) adopts emergency 9-1-1
addressing, every resident is assigned a streeesslthy the post office. This changes
each voter's address in postal service recordscandty records such as tax rolls and
appraisal records. Since passage of the Nationtdr\Registration Act of 1993, county
election officers in counties adopting 9-1-1 addieg have faced a question whether to
require all registered voters to re-register ugingir newly assigned addresses or to
change the voter registration records without frrthction by the registrants.

The policy of the Secretary of State is that ippeymissible to change the addresses
without requiring the registrants to re-registéisirecommended that the election officer
obtain a copy of the official document that chantezgladdresses in case questions arise
about the process for changing the addresses. @femfficial document is a listing
from the post office showing the previous addressekthe new ones.

This policy is consistent with the NVRA—that stated county government should take
part of the responsibility for tracking voters’ adgls changes. Voters are not required to
complete extra paperwork if the information is ottise available from a reliable source.
Section 8(e) of the NVRA requires registered voterseport changes of address and
states that “failure to notify the registrar of thlehange of address” shall not
disenfranchise such voters. It is clear that voséasuld re-register when they move, but
there is no requirement to re-register when theyehaot moved but their addresses
change for reasons beyond their control.

Kansas law reflects this federal requirement. K.2B8-2316c(b) requires registrants to
re-register when they move but preserves theirt iglvote provisionally in compliance
with the NVRA. State law does not require themdeaegister when their addresses are
administratively changed to accommodate a prograh as 9-1-1 addressing.

The NVRA and state law require a confirmation nmgjlito give registrants an
opportunity to verify routine address changes,tbat is not required in the case of 9-1-1
address changes because in such cases the rdgistithnot physically move. These are
merely changes in the way registrants’ addresse$isted, and they did not result from
any action by the registrants.

Voter History
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The county election officer maintains voter histogcords on each registered voter.
Voter history means keeping track of whether theewoast a ballot at a given election.
The voter registration system developed pursuantiA%/A maintains each person’s
complete voter history in the central databaseh&t system, voter history is referred to
as “voting credit.” Voting credit is not given fgrarticipation in unofficial advisory
elections, so the CEO conducts advisory electiontheé test database rather than the
production database to ensure that voting credibigosted as the result of such voters’
participation in advisory elections.

When maintaining voter history records, the coustgction officer should include
anyone who went to the polls and cast a ballotleatien day or who cast an advance
ballot, even if the voter's ballot was challengedigsional or ultimately declared
invalid. The election officer should not includerpens who applied for advance ballots
but did not return them.

The rules on voter history may be summarized dsvist

Type of Ballot Situation Include in Voter History
as Having Voted?
Ballot cast at poll Voided ballot Yes, unless vaideecause
voter voted more than once
Provisional ballot Any Yes, even if ballot |s
invalidated
Advance ballot or Applied for, returned Yes

Federal services ballot

Applied for, returned afterYes
polls close

Applied for, returned, butYes
invalidated

Applied for, not returned No

Permanent advance balloNo
sent to voter, not returned

Systematic List Maintenance Program

The NVRA requires each state to conduct a systemm@tigram for maintaining an

accurate and updated voter registration list. Thnnthrust of this requirement is to
identify registered voters whose addresses havegeldband to contact them, usually
through the mail, to obtain updated informationcéwaing to federal and state law, this
may be accomplished in one of two ways. Each coalagtion officer must choose one
of the following:

(1) National Change of Address (NCOA) Program
Each year the Secretary of State uses the Janizeyvale voter file (See Central Voter
Registration Database below, Section g.) to conthetNCOA program. The Secretary

of State contracts with a private vendor licensgdhe U.S. Postal Service to compare
the statewide voter file against the Postal Selwidéational Change of Address file,
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which maintains address changes for 36 months.régsstered voter’s record appears
more than once, it indicates a possible addressgehthhat must be reviewed for possible
cancellation of one or more obsolete records. Ttierination the Secretary of State
receives from the NCOA program is forwarded to #ppropriate county election
officers, who mail confirmation notices in an atf@nio obtain updated information

directly from the voter. See “Confirmation Mailiffjrocedure” abovegKSA 25-2354(a);
NVRA, Section 8(c)]

(2) Mass or targeted mailings

As an alternative to NCOA, the county election cgfi may choose to conduct his/her
own mailings. Either a mass mailing to all registeroters in the county or a series of
targeted mailings may be used. If targeted mailergsused, the series of mailings must
eventually reach each registered voter at least pac year. The mailings ask registrants
if the information on the county voter file is cect and, if not, to contact the election

office to update it. If mail pieces are returnecuadeliverable, it constitutes evidence of
an address change and the confirmation mailing gaocmust be initiated. See

“Confirmation Mailing Procedure” abovgKSA 25-2354(a)]

Duplicate check

Another list maintenance program conducted using shatewide voter file is the

duplicate check. This program is not required lw, laut it is a useful clean-up tool that
has been in effect since 1997. Keying specificaltythe name, birth date, and Social
Security number or driver’s license number (if theyavailable), the program identifies

individuals whose records appear more than onteeiistatewide file.

The statewide voter registration system developaecgyant to HAVA automates the

duplicate check. The data entry operator is natibéa possible duplicate upon entering
the information from the voter registration applioa. There is an opportunity to verify

the information and delete the duplicate.

Interstate data crosschecks

Every state was required to build a statewide voggistration database as a result of
HAVA. The existence of those databases allows d=ctw be crosschecked across state
lines. At the 2005 Midwest Election Officials Cordace (MEOC) the Secretaries of
State of lowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska sigapdagreement to increase
cooperative efforts on several fronts, includingaderosschecking. In 2006 for the first
time the databases of five states were compared—folhe MEOC states and
Minnesota—to identify duplicate registrations. Apximately 15,000 likely duplicates in
Kansas were identified and notices were sent to <CE@ review and possible
cancellation of the duplicate records. The crosskcheas repeated in 2007 with the
addition of South Dakota.

In 2013, Kansas had signed memorandums of unddistamwith twenty-two states. In
2014, twenty-eight states participated. The crasschis operated by the Kansas
Secretary of State’s office.
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Data provided by participating states includes vbistory for the past two November
general elections, which allows searches for péssimuble votes. In such cases,
evidence of voting in two states is collected atestand county election officials and
referred to law enforcement officials for investiga and prosecution.

Here is a map of the states participating in tlesscheck program in 2014

2014 Interstate Crosscheck

Temporary Driver’s License Check

In some years the Secretary of State obtains flwmDivision of Motor Vehicles the
current list of temporary driver’s license holdarsd compares it to the statewide voter
registration database. Temporary license holdexrdgrdefinition not U.S. citizens and
are thus ineligible to register and vote. Personsthe list who appear on the voter
registration list are canceled; if they appear avenvoted, they may be referred to law
enforcement for investigation and possible prosenut

Cancellations
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Election officers at the state and county levelstmontinuously and diligently exchange
information in order to keep everyone’s recordgenir Most often this is accomplished
through cancellation notices. Any time a registerettr moves out of the jurisdiction of
one election officer, whether to a new county witthe state or to a new state, and re-
registers in the new jurisdiction, the electioniadf in the new jurisdiction must send a
cancellation notice to the election officer in fhrevious jurisdiction. For in-state moves,
the voter registration database executes a transfine voter’'s record from one county
to another. This creates a new registration imte county.

Any time the lines of communication between eleatiidficers break down it means the
registration lists are less accurate, containingaeeous and incorrect information.

It is extremely important to use all the toolsta election officer’s disposal to keep voter
lists as clean and accurate as possible. In faitiyé to perform some of the essential list
maintenance activities is a violation of the lawadcurate voter lists are detrimental to
the voting public, candidates, campaigns, and feetien administration process in
general[Division of Post Audit Report 93PA34]

The tools used in list maintenance include:
- NCOA
- mailings
- duplicate checks
- interstate crosschecks
- cancellations from other jurisdictions
- obituaries and death notices
- felony conviction notices.

f. Party Affiliation

Kansas is one of the states with an official paiffyliation list. [KSA 25-3301(b), 25-3304]
Voter registration applicants may choose to atliwith one of the recognized political
parties at the time of initial registration or atiye after. (See Chapter IV, Section f,
Political Parties.) A check-off box is provided tre voter registration application form
prescribed by the Secretary of State. Some coumnsesa separate Change of Party
Affiliation Form for use by unaffiliated registeredbters who wish to affiliate or for
those who wish to change their affiliation. Mostinties, however, use the regular voter
registration application form for all registratioand affiliation-related purposes.
Registered voters who are unaffiliated may affiavith either the Democratic or
Republican party at the polling place on the dathefpartisan primary election (August
of even-numbered years) and vote that party’s ballkksA 25-3301(c)] However,
depending on the party, in some cases they mightbaorequired to affiliate before
voting in the primary. Courts have ruled that epalty may determine who may vote in
its primary. Thus, a party may continue with a ebbsprimary as Kansas law has
prescribed since 1908, or it may choose to alloaffiiated voters or members of other
parties vote in its primary. The state cannot pass dictating who may vote in a given
party’s primary.

Currently, for the 2014 election, both major pati@ Kansas require voters to be
affiliated with the parties in order to vote in itheespective primaries. Registered voters
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who are unaffiliated may affiliate with a partytae polling place on election day, or in
the process of obtaining an advance ballot befbee pgrimary, and vote that party’s
primary ballot.

Party Affiliation Deadline

A law passed in 2014 prohibits voters from changagy affiliations during the weeks
before and after the August primary election. Begig with the candidate filing
deadline on June 1, no voter may file a documenthange party affiliations or to
disaffiliate from a party until the results of tpemary have been certified by the state
board of canvassers. The canvass usually occuaseirAugust; the statutory deadline is
September 1. If a person attempts to file suchaument during the prohibited period,
the county election officer rejects it and insteutlie person to re-file the document after
the state canvass. An unaffiliated voter may, hameaffiliate with a party during this
period or when voting at the primary on electioty da when applying for an advance
ballot before the primary.

Note: Because the new law went into effect on Jdylthe period when party affiliation
changes are prohibited in 2014 begins on JulyHerahan June 1.

g. Central Voter Registration Database (CVR)

The law requires the Secretary of State to maintistatewide centralized voter
registration database<$A 25-2304(b)]Each county election officer builds and maintains
the county’'s database, but all operations are pedd in the statewide centralized
database implemented pursuant to HAVA. The votgistation/election management

system in Kansas is called ELVIS (flak ectionV oter | nformationSystem).

Data entered or altered by county users is instdodded into the central database,
duplicates are identified, and the file is avakalbbr conducting all regular election
functions.

The Secretary of State never alters a record irvoer file. The county election officer
has sole authority and responsibility for addingleting and altering voters’ registration
records. KSA 25-2303(a)]The central database is merely a collection ofl@8 counties’
files, and it reflects exactly the data that arensitted by the counties. The results of all
list maintenance functions performed by the Secyetd State are always sent to the
county election officers for appropriate actiondatine subsequent central database
reflects the actions taken by the county electifbicers.

No voter registration data may be used for commakngurposes. The law does not
prohibit using the data for campaign purposes, widce specifically not considered
commercial[KSA 25-2320a, KSA 45-220, AGO 94-132, AGO 96-98]
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h. National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA)

At the time of its passage, the National Voter Regtion Act of 1993 was the biggest
change in U.S. and Kansas election law in seveeddes. It may be summarized into its
three main components: expanding voter registratio@intaining accurate registration
lists, and fail-safe voting.

1. Increasing the number of registered voters throgh expansion of voter
registration opportunities

Key Points:

» The NVRA expanded the number of locations and dppdies for voter
registration.

* More government offices provide voter registrato@portunities.

» Agency-based registration must be active and affiive, not passive.

* All NVRA-mandated registration agencies except maotehicle offices must
keep records of when individuals decline to registe

(a) Motor-Voter

Voter registration is required in the driver’'s ls® application process because more
than 90% of Americans have driver's licenses ordniver identification cards. In
Kansas, some surveys show that as many as 98% mfaka have these types of
identification cards.

(b) Public assistance agencies
These agencies are included to ensure that low@o-sgonomic classes and persons
with disabilities are not excluded from the process

(1) Voter registration is required to be offered atsthte agencies administering
any of four federal assistance programs:

- Food Stamps (SRS offices in Kansas)

- Medicaid (also SRS offices)

- Aid to Families with Dependent Children (SR8a#s)

- Women, Infants and Children (Kansas Dept. cdltteand Environment)

(2) Voter registration is required to be offered dtoefs that operate state-funded
programs primarily engaged in providing servicespasons with disabilities,
including services provided in the home.

(c) Armed forces recruitment offices
Registration at these sites is managed and cordlbgtenilitary personnel who
operate the offices.

(d) Other offices designated by the state
In Kansas, the law designates first and secorss diy clerks’ offices.
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(e) Malil registration

(1) Anyone may conduct door-to-door voter registration

(2) Election officers must supply forms free upon esjuThe Secretary of State
and many county election officers have adoptedl@yoequiring a written justification
for large quantities of forms. For instance, ther8gry of State requires a written
request for quantities greater than 25 forms. Bogest must specify who will distribute
the forms, the plan for distribution, and the reador the number of forms being
requested. Persons making such requests are asketdrn unused forms.

2. Protecting the integrity of the electoral proces by ensuring that accurate and
current voter registration rolls are maintained.

Key Points:

* Once registered, a voter's name may never be reinseen the rolls for simple
failure to vote. A voter’s registration may be caled only for reasons specified
in law, such as moving out of the county or statea felony conviction, but not
solely because the person did not vote.

» The government has primary responsibility for kagpioters’ records updated.

(a) County election officers must mail notices of dispion by nonforwardable mail to
all applicants. The notice of disposition inforrhe applicant whether he/she has met the
registration requirements and is on the registnalist, or whether more information is
needed in order to process the applicatio®A 25-2309]

(b) County election officers must send confirmationices to all voters for whom the
election officers receive evidence of name chamgesldress changes, either within the
county or outside the county. Evidence of an addobsnge might be information from
the National Change of Address data file from th8.UPostal Service, a returned notice
of disposition, or other returned mail marked “undeable” or “moved-no forwarding
address.” When mailing a confirmation notice dueatoin-county move, the county
election officer changes the registrant’'s addresstiee voter file to reflect the new
address and sends the confirmation notice to #ataddress. The confirmation notice is
a forwardable, return postage-paid mail piece pitesd by the Secretary of State. (See
List Maintenance above, Section e.)

(c) The state must conduct a systematic program fepikg registration lists updated.
Under the NVRA and Kansas law there are two options

(1) National Change of Address program

(2) Mass or targeted mailings by the counties
Each county chooses whether to participate in tE®N program conducted by the
Secretary of State or whether to conduct its owssra targeted mailings. (See List
Maintenance, Section e.)

(d) Removal of names is permitted in cases of:
(1) felony conviction (See Section | b)
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(2) death

(3) mental capacity, as determined by a court

(4) written request by the voter

(5) written confirmation by the voter of an addresargye outside the county

(6) failure to respond to a confirmation notice seatduse of evidence of an
address changrutside the counfyollowed by failure to vote in any election held
between the date of the confirmation notice and #eeond subsequent
federal/state election.

3. “Fail-safe” voting procedures to encourage voteturnout and to ensure that an
individual’s right to vote prevails over bureaucratic or legal technicalities

Key Point:

» Once registered, a voter remains on the voteasisong as the individual remains
eligible to vote in that jurisdiction (county). Nbmrging for nonvoting is allowed.

Basic Rules for Fail-Safe Voting:

» If a registered voter moves within the county aailisfto re-register before the
election, the voter may vote a provisional ballothee new precinct or a central
location. The central location is designated bydtenty election officer.

* If a registered voter changes his/her name and failre-register before the
election, the voter may vote a provisional ballot.

Other Important Concepts in the NVRA

The U.S. Department of Justice has enforcemenbatith

Each state designates a chief state election alfficicoordinate responsibilities.
The NVRA is a voter registration act, not a votiag. It has contributed to an
increase in registrants, but no noticeable increasgeters.

Confidentiality: Where a person registers, awhether a person registers or
declines to register, must be kept confidential.

» Grievances: Individuals may file grievances with thief state election official if
they believe their rights under the NVRA have beetated.

Purging: The rules for purging ineligible or inagtivoters changed, and they are
much more limited than before NVRA.

Provisional voting: Due to fail-safe voting requirents, the number of
challenged and provisional ballots is increasing.

Reporting: The NVRA requires records to be keptardmg the number of
registrations received from various sources, thaber of cancellations and the
number of confirmation notices sent and returnedur@ies report to the
Secretary of State; the Secretary of State repoidanially to the Election
Assistance Commission; the EAC reports to Congress.

The NVRA prescribes fines and imprisonment up e fyears for violations of
the provisions of the act. Individuals also maypbesecuted under state law.
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Kansas Election Standards

Legal References

K.S.A. 25-2309, 25-2316c, 25-3301

K.A.R. 7-23-13

FEC Guide to Implementing the NVRA
Legislative Division of Post Audit Report 93PA34
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