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Chapter V. Petitions
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The right to circulate petitions to accomplish was governmental and political
objectives is recognized and guaranteed in therdéd®d state constitutions. The scope
of the right to petition varies from state to stadepending on state constitutions and
statutes. In Kansas, the right to petition is kegsansive than in some other states, and
the authority for each type of petition is usuapelled out in statutes.

The processes of circulating and filing petitiors)d election officers’ review of
petitions, can often become complicated. Althouigitesstatutes exist in every situation
to provide guidance to those involved in the preca@sany of the rules for circulating
petitions and for determining their sufficiencyuttdrom federal and state court cases.
Whether a person is a petition circulator filingetition, an election officer receiving the
petition, or a county attorney or counselor pravidadvice, it is important to know what
type of petition one is dealing with to know thdesifor answering the questions that
inevitably arise. For instance, it is crucial tooknwhether a fundamental, constitutional
right is involved in order to know how to legallyake determinations regarding the
petition. (See Section d in this chapter.)

a. Typesof Petitions
Six major types of petitions are reviewed here.
1. Protest petitions

These are petitions authorized by specific stalitaving citizens to protest, or question,
the action of a governing body. Often the protestetion is an ordinance or resolution
passed and published by the governing body in dneal course of its business.

A successful protest petition stops the governiogybfrom carrying out the action
detailed in the ordinance or resolution unless oty of voters approve the action at a
special election held in the jurisdiction.

A protest petition has three possible results:

(1) An election is held with a majority of voters valiagainst the proposed
action by the governing body, meaning there wereenio votes than Yes
votes. The governing body may not proceed furtimess the entire process
is begun again at a later time.

(2) An election is held with a majority of voters vagim favor of the proposed
action by the governing body, meaning there wereemfes votes than No
votes. The governing body may proceed as planned.

(3) The governing body may abandon its ordinance/résolurecognizing there
is strong voter sentiment against the planned eoofrgiction.
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Because there are dozens of statutes authorizioiggbrpetitions, there is no set of
petition forms easily obtainable for use in exenggshis right. Petitioners are advised to
retain private legal counsel to assist in drafting petition, or at least to study relevant
statutes on their own to learn the requirementh®petition.

Before a protest petition may be circulated fomaigres, it must be submitted to the
county or district attorney, or the county couns@hocounties that have counselors, for
an opinion as to the legality of the form of thdifgen. If the attorney does not issue a
written opinion within five business days, the petiers may circulate the petition, but
there is a risk that the county may challenge #i&ipn in court at a later datgSA 25-
3601(a)]

Protest petitions always pertain to an action takg@ local governing body, not a state
or federal agency. They are circulated, filed amdiewed at the local level of
government.

2. Statutory initiative petitions

These are petitions, with individual and specifatstory authorization, allowing citizens
to initiate certain county or local government aeg. They are different from protest
petitions in that they are not circulated in protes an action already taken by a
governing body; rather, they seek to force a gamgrbody to take action on an issue.
The statutory initiative petitions authorized innsas law should not be confused with
general initiative petitions in other states. Satate constitutions grant broad authority
to citizens to create new laws or submit constiudl amendments for statewide votes by
petition. In Kansas, each initiative petition i®gnded in statute, and these petitions do
not create new laws or constitutional amendmermtieles. They merely force an existing
governing body in a specific jurisdiction to takedasired action. Examples include
petitions to establish corporate swine or dairydpiagion or liquor by the drink, change
the method of election of city council or local sohboard members, or to increase the
number of members of a board of county commissgner

As with protest petitions, statutory initiative pieins are required to be filed with the
county or district attorney, or county counselar, &n opinion as to the legality of the
form of the petition. The attorney has five bussdays to issue an opinion.

Most statutory initiative petitions deal with loogbverning bodies and are reviewed by
county election officers or other local officerdthaugh some are state-level petitions,
such as a petition to change the method of sefeofigudges in a judicial district.

There is one type of petition authorized by lawt tten bring about new city ordinances,
the subjects of which are not specifically outlinedaw. The statute, KSA 12-3013, is
titled “Initiative and Referendum Ordinances.” Télectors in any city may propose the
adoption of an ordinance by petition. If the petitis signed by the required number of
voters, the city governing body may either (1) adbp ordinance within 20 days without
alteration, or (2) call a special election afterddys to see if a majority of the voters in
the city approve of the ordinance. If approved,diginance goes into effect and may not
be repealed or amended without another electiomitbout having been in effect for ten
years.
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3. Candidate petitions

Candidate petitions are allowed by statute forasertandidates in many of the elective
offices in Kansas. The specific requirements fasthpetitions are found in the various
statutes governing candidate filings for the oficbut usually the requirement for a
petition is signatures of registered voters in ¢hextion district equal to a percentage of
the total registered voters, or the total affilchtevith the party. Sometimes the

requirement is a percentage of the total votes foaghe office of Secretary of State at

the last general election at which the SecretaiState was elected.

The format for the petition forms is spelled outtie specific statutes governing the
candidate filings.

Candidate petitions fall into two groups: (1) fdipetitions and (2) nomination petitions.

(2) Filing petitions place the candidate’s name omiagry election ballot. They
may be used by candidates seeking the DemocratiRepublican nominations for
national, state, county and township offices atghgisan primary, or by candidates for
city and local school board offices to file for theonpartisan primaries. Filing petitions
are also an option for Democratic and Republicandiciates for the presidential
preference primary. Filing petitions are used guliof a filing fee at the candidate’s
choice; the candidate must still win the primargctibn to proceed onto the general
election ballot. All candidates, even those whee fiby petition, still must pay
administrative fees to the Governmental Ethics Ca@sion, and candidates for national
and state offices also pay an administrative fabedSecretary of State.

(2) Nomination petitions place the candidate’s nameadly on the general
election ballot for national, state, county and riehip offices. They are filed by
independent candidates (unaffiliated with a recopgpghipolitical party). Such candidates
do not pay a filing fee; in fact, there is no fg#ion for independent candidates.

Note:

Running as a candidate for public office is a ctmsbnal, and therefore fundamental,
right. The rules for reviewing fundamental-rightgtipons should be followed in
reviewing and determining the sufficiency of suetifons. (See Section d below.)

Exceptionsto Candidate Petitions

Candidates representing recognized political paffoe the offices of president and vice
president of the United States are nominated ferglneral election at their parties’
national nominating conventions and do not haveation of filing petitions, although
independent candidates for president and vice geesimust be nominated by petition.
Candidates representing recognized third partiesdtional, state, county and township
offices are nominated for the general election fairt parties’ state nominating
conventions and do not have an option of filingtpmeats.

Following are general requirements for candidatéipes.
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Candidate Petition Requirements
Primary Candidate Petitions

* The number of signatures required for United St&sator or for a state officer
elected on a statewide basis (Governor/Lt. Gover@ecretary of State, Attorney
General, Commissioner of Insurance, State Tregsigdi% of the current party
registration total as compiled by the SOS. Thismsghe most recent registration
figures certified to the SOS by the county electiéiicers.[KSA 25-205(e)]

» The number of signatures required for state oonatiofficer elected on less than
a statewide basis is 2% of the current party reggish total in the district.

* The number of signatures required for a countycefis 3% of the current party
registration total for the district as certifiedthee SOS.

* The number of signatures required for a townshijg@is 3% of the current party
registration total for the township as certifiediie SOS.

» Candidates are requested to fill out a declaratiointention form with the filing
officer to provide information used in designinge thallot and contacting the
candidate.

Note: There is a limit of 5000 signatures for any cdatk petition, so the

requirement is the lesser of 5,000 or the percentgoters.

Independent Candidate Petitions

* No person who is affiliated with a political partay file as an independefksA
25-303(b)]

» Candidates for any office to be filled by the vestef the entire state file a petition
with signatures of 5,000 registered voters.

* The number of signatures required for a countytridisor division office is 4% of
the qualified voters of the district as certifieglthe county election officers to the
SOS. In no case should that total be less tharoR&ore than 5,000.

» Candidates for township offices file a petition taning signatures of 5% of the
qualified voters, and in no case fewer than 10aiges.

» Signers of the petition must reside in the sametgoor district.

* No person may sign the petition of more than onsgrefor the same office.

» The filing deadline is noon on the Monday precedihg date of the primary
election.

Petition Forms

» Candidates may obtain nomination petition form®ither the elections division
of the Secretary of State’s office or in the couglgction office.

» The top section of the petition, stating the caatlit name (as it is to appear on
the ballot), address, office sought, etc., mustdrapleted before the petition can
be circulated and signefksA 25-205(b)] It includes a declaration that the signer
intends to support the candidate named in thei@etit
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Circulators

According to Kansas law, circulators must posskesgjtialifications of electors of
the state of Kansas. They are not required to kgtbe registered voters or
residents of the state. However, as a result afsuit filed by the Constitution
Party, the courts ruled in 2011 that the state desgily requirement is
unconstitutional and the law is unenforceable. G&se was Constitution Party of
Kansas, et al. v. Biggs, District Court Case N0-CV-4043. The case was
appealed to the Tenth Circuit as Constitution PaftiKansas, et al. v. Kobach,
Case no. 11-3152 (1'CCir.), and the decision was upheld. The distratrt based
its decision on the case of Yes on Term Limits, mcSavage, 550 F.3d 1023
(10" Cir. 2008). The practical result is that petiticirculators are not required to
be residents of the state.

Candidates may be circulators for themselesa 25-205(d), 25-303(3)]

The circulator of each page of the petition mugh@ess every signature placed on
the page and must include a signed, notarized aafficbf that fact with the
petition. One affidavit may apply to all pages sitbed by a particular circulator.
[KSA 25-3602(b)(4); 25-205(d); 25-303(e); AGO 7733@RGO 78-40; AGO 81-230]

A circulator may circulate petitions in more thaneocounty, as long as each
petition sheet contains residents of the same gount

Petition Signers

Only persons of the same party affiliation who eegistered voters may sign a
petition for a candidate nominated by a pakgA 25-205(b)]

Petition signers must include their printed nangnature, address, city, and date
signed. Candidate petitions are considered fund@herghts petitions, so
signers’ addresses are not required to match #uelresses on the voter file. If
they are currently registered voters in the electicstrict of the candidate, their
signatures count. (See Section d in this chapkesa) 25-205(c), 25-303(e)]

A person may sign only one petition for each offjgsA 25-205(c)]

All signers of each petition sheet must residehi@ same county and election
district.

A signer may withdraw his/her signature from a tp@ti by giving written notice

to the election officer no later than the third @dier the petition was filedksAa
25-3602(c)]

Filing Petitions

The petition filing deadline for candidates represey political parties is noon on
June 1, or if that date falls on a weekend or laglicht noon on the next business
day. [KSA 25-205(a)(1)]In redistricting years (the second year of the degathe
filing deadline may be on a date other than Juniesh 25-205(g), (h)]

The filing deadline for independent candidatesaesmthe day before the state
primary election on the first Tuesday in AugussA 25-305(b)]
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» If more than one circulator is carrying petitioms the same candidate, all must

be submitted as a group to the appropriate filiffgce® at one time[KSA 25-
3602(a)]

» The petition must be filed within 180 days aftee thate the first signature was
collected [KSA 25-3602(d)]

» Petitions for United States senator, representiivéCongress and state officers
(governor/SOS/AG/commissioner of insurance, stagasurer, state senators,
state representatives, members of state boardumfagédn, district court judges
and district magistrate judges) must be filed ia diffice of the SOSKSA 25-
208(1)]

» Petitions for county and township officers mustfibed in the county election
office. [KSA 25-208(2)]

Validity

* The SOS determines the validity of petitions foSlUsenator or representative or
state office within 10 days (excluding Saturdaysdays and holiday) of the date
of filing. [KSA 25-208a(a)]

» The CEO determines the validity of petitions forusty and township office
within 3 days of filing[KSA 25-208a(b)]

» If a petition is found to be invalid, the electiofficer notifies the candidate of the
invalid filing and the reason for the finding. Thandidate may file an objection
to such finding[KSA 25-208a(c)]

» If a petition is found to be invalid, a candidataymot then submit additional
signatures to create a valid filing. Partial filln@re not permitted. Later or
successive filings of documents are consideredratppetitions[KSA 25-3602(a)]

* In cases where a person has signed more than owléate’s petition, his/her
signature will count only on the first petitiondd. In the case of independent
nominations, if a person signs more than one patiior the same office, none of
the signatures count, except that if the petitiares not filed simultaneously the
first signature filed probably will already haveamecountediKSA 25-303(g)]

» Ditto marks are allowed in the address column amdickate petitions as long as
they are “continuous and clearly mad@SA 25-205(c)]

L egal References

KSA 25-205, 25-303, 25-2010, 25-2110

AGO 84-41

Constitution Party of Kansas, et al. v. Biggs,tiis Court Case No. 10-CV-4043

4. Recall petitions

Recall petitions may be filed by registered votsh® wish to bring about an election to
remove an elected official from office. A recallnomittee of three persons must register
with the county election officer before circulatirrgpetition for the recall of a local
officer, and a list of circulators (called spongoatso must be on file in the election
office. Before circulation, the petition must beviesved by the county/district attorney,

V-6
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who issues an opinion as to the sufficiency ofgreunds for recall and the format of the
petition. After the petition is circulated and @llein order to be deemed sufficient it must
contain names of registered voters in the eledlistrict equal to 40% of the total votes
cast for all candidates at the last election atctvithe person was elected to the office.
The petition must be filed within 90 days of théalthe first signature was collected. If
the person being recalled was appointed to theeoffo fill a vacancy, the signature
requirement is computed using the election at whioh officer's predecessor was
elected.
There are separate procedures outlined in thedawetall of state officers and for recall
of local officers.
For state officers, the petition procedure haspvases:
(1) An application for recall must be filed includingmong other things,
signatures of 10% of the number of votes cast faramdidates at the last general
election at which the person was elected to theeoff
(2) If the application is approved, the recall petitimust contain signatures of
40% of the number of votes cast for all candidattethe last general election at
which the person was elected to the office.

National officeholders and judicial officers aretrgubject to recall. Recall of state
officers is rare, particularly statewide officehetd because of the large number of
petition signatures required.

Note:

Recall is a constitutional, and therefore fundamlentight. The rules for reviewing

fundamental-rights petitions should be followededSSection d of this chapter.)

(For more on recall elections, see Chapter Il,i8e@ 6.)

Legal References
KSA 25-4301 through 25-4331

5. Political party recognition petitions

The only method prescribed in Kansas law for prditparties to gain official recognition
is to file a petition with the Secretary of Staldne petition must contain signatures of
registered voters in the state equal to 2% of dted votes cast for all candidates for the
office of governor in the last general electionwdtich the governor was elected. The
petition must be submitted by noon on June 1 ofyeém of the election in which the
party wants to participat@SA 25-302a]

When a petition is filed, the Secretary of Statgtrdiutes copies to the county election
officers in the counties where the signatures wetkected. The county election officers
are allowed twenty days to notify the Secretarptate how many valid signatures were
contained in the petition. The Secretary of Statemnines the sufficiency of the petition
and notifies the petitioners.

Once a party has gained recognition, it may noreiaindidates for general elections.
The state voter registration application form igsed by the Secretary of State to list the
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new party as an option for party affiliation. Paatffiliation lists maintained by county
election officers and certified periodically to tBecretary of State must be modified to
include the party(KSA 25-3302]

(See also section IV f.)

Following are general requirements for party redigm petitions.
Requirementsfor Party Recognition Petitions

Note:

Formation of political parties is protected by 5. Constitution as an exercise of the
freedom of association. Thus, a petition seekirfiggciaf recognition of a party must be
considered a fundamental rights petition and thesleand rules governing the
determination of sufficiency must be liberally comsd. (See Section d of this chapter.)

* The petition must be filed no later than noon, Jungrior to the primary election
held in August in even-number years, or if suctedalls on Saturday, Sunday or
a holiday, then the next following business dagA 25-302a]

» The petition must contain signatures equal to 2%heftotal votes cast for all
candidates for the office of governor in the lagigeding general election.

» The petitions declare support for the official rgotion of a political party, the
name of which must appear in the declaration. Téweé®ary of State may reject a
party name if it is too long or too similar to thame of an existing recognized
party.[KSA 25-302a]

» Each page or set of pages must have attached atavéffstating that the
circulator has the qualifications of an electoKainsas, except for residency, and
that the circulator personally withessed the sigrohthe petition by each person
whose name appears. The affidavit must be notarized

» Each page contains names of registered votersiofyée county.

* The petition must be grouped according to the dgesnwhere the petition was
circulated.

* The entire petition must be filed at one time. Amyated petitions presented
separately will be deemed separate and not paardér filings.

* No more than 20 days following receipt of petitidream the SOS, the CEO must
certify the number of valid signatures. The SOSfiestthe person who submitted
the petition of the sufficiency or insufficiency thfe signatures.

* Any registered voter may sign the petition regasslleof party affiliation or lack
thereof.

L egal References
KSA 25-116, 25-117, 25-302a, 25-302b, 25-302c
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6. Unofficial, Nonbinding Petitions

Sometimes groups of citizens wish to circulate fioiad petitions and present them to

elected officials in an attempt to convince themtae an action desired by the

petitioners. Unless there is a statute authorizngetition for a specific purpose, the

petition is not binding and the governing bodyas required to act in the manner desired
by the petitioners. Such petitions have no legahdihg or required consequences, but
they may be used to express the will of a grougitafens and to apply political pressure

to elected officials.

b. Petition Circulators

State laws were changed in 2001 to comply withastten of the U.S. Supreme Court in
Buckley vs. American Constitutional Law Foundation, Inc. to reduce the requirements for
petition circulators. IBuckiey, the Court ruled that states may require petitioculators

to possess the qualifications of electors in tlaestwhere they circulate petitions (i.e.,
they must be U.S. citizens and eighteen years efagolder), and they may require
residency in the state, but they may not requiteahaegistration or residency in the
specific county or election district.

The residency requirement was struck down in 20%1abcourt ruling that ruled
unconstitutional the law requiring petition circdes to be residents of the state. The case
was Constitution Party of Kansas, et al. v. Bidgstrict Court Case No. 10-CV-4043
now (in 2012) on appeal to the Tenth Circuit as sTitution Party of Kansas, et al. v.
Kobach, Case no. 11-3152 {1Qir.)

c. Procedurefor Circulating

The statutes governing a particular type of petitight specify certain requirements,
such as who may sign the petition, how many sigeatare required, and the officer with
whom it must be filed. In such cases the specifies should always be followed. If the
statutes are not specific, there are general mIESA 25-3601 through 25-3607.

In general, the following rules should be observed:

1. The petitioners must submit the blank petition formnthe county/district
attorney (or county counselor if the county has)daea written opinion as to
the legality of the question on the petition. Thtomey is required by law to
issue an opinion within five business daysA 25-3601(a)]

2. The petition circulators have 180 days from theed#tthe first signature to
file the petition with the appropriate officelKSA 25-3602(d)] The period
allowed for recall petitions is 90 days from thdedthe recall committee is
notified that the petition form is valigkSA 25-4310, 25-4324]

3. For candidate petitions, recall petitions and paetyognition petitions, each
page of the petition may contain names from onlky county. For other types
of petitions such as protest petitions and stayutatiative petitions, there is
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no general statutory requirement that each pagkeopetition contain names
from only one county, although this is stronglyaetnended to reduce the
difficulty of verifying signatures.

4. The petition must be filed all at once. Later, @érfilings are considered
separate petitiongKSA 25-3602(a)]

5. Each circulator must sign a notarized affidavit aweg that the circulator
personally witnessed the signatures contained ah ¢hiculator's petition
pages. One affidavit may be used for multiple pageise affidavit and all
pages are attached togethrBA 25-3602(b)(4)]

d. Deter mining Sufficiency of Petitions

Most petitions are filed with the county electiofficer, who is charged by law with the
responsibility of determining the sufficiency ofetipetitions. Some petitions of national
or statewide application are filed with the Seanetaf State, who then coordinates with
the various county election officers to determinéfisiency of the petitions. In some
instances the law requires petitions to be filethwther local officers, such as the county
commission or city clerk. In such cases the cowtégtion officer is often involved at
least to the point of supplying voter registratiists, if not to the extent of actually
verifying the petition.

Fundamental Rights Petitions

Given the state and federal court cases handed dovatent years, it is imperative that
the person verifying a petition know whether théitmsn involves a fundamental right
before checking the signatures. A fundamental rightne that is found in the U.S. or
Kansas Constitution, such as running for officemioag a political party, or recall. The
courts have held that if a petition involves a famental right, the rules for counting
signatures are much more liberal. In such casegratsre should be counted if the
address shown on the petition next to the signatune the election district affected by
the petition, even if the address does not mateldhidence address on the signer’s voter
registration record. (See Kansas Court of AppeadeCline v. Meis.) All the signatures

on a particular page of any petition must be frastexs in the same county.

A signature may still be invalidated if it does measonably appear to be the same as that
contained on the registration list, if the sigreenot a registered voter in the district, if the
signer is not in the same county as the other ssgme the page of the petition, or if the
date of the signature is beyond the 180-day lionitfiling the petition. Part or all of the
entire petition may be invalidated if a circulawgffidavit is incorrect or if it does not
contain the required number of valid signatures ghkneral rule for fundamental rights
petitions is to count the signature if the assedahformation indicates the person is a
registered voter in the election district unlessekection officer has reason to believe the
signature was not personally signed by the indaidu

For petitions not involving a fundamental rightricter rules may be applied in
accordance with state laws and regulations. Autyhdar such petitions is found in
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statute rather than the constitution. Examplesuntelpetitions to establish or abolish
liquor by the drink, corporate swine or dairy proton facilities, school district local
option budgets, and protest petitions. In theseexas petition signature may be
invalidated if the address does not match thaherrggistration list.

Guidelinesfor Verifying Petitions

1. Make a photocopy of the original petition that cenwritten on.

2. Develop a scheme for coding signatures. See thegoReverification Chart at the
end of this section.

3. Skip questionable signatures and return to them ibrihey are needed to meet
the minimum qualifications of the petition.

4. Count only the signatures of registered votersasibe specific statute governing
the petition does not require registration.

5. If the same person appears to have signed more dhae, count only one
signature.

6. Once the required minimum number of valid signatui® reached, it is not
necessary to waste office employees’ time in comig to verify the remaining
signatures.

It is strongly recommended that county electionicefs use the Petition Verification
Chart at the end of this section and the petiti@dute in the ELVIS voter registration
system when reviewing signatures on petitions. Séeretary of State requires use of the
coding system on the chart in determining sufficieof petitions on national and state
issues. Counties may use other coding systemsetitroms on local issues, but a single
system used for all types of petitions is less daraged.

Open Records

Petition documents are considered open recordsr uhdeKansas Open Records Act.
Copies may be furnished to persons who request teinappropriate fees may be
charged.

Illegal Activities

Suspected illegal activities such as fraud, forgemyltiple signatures by the same person,
and false affidavits may be referred to law enforent officials or the county or district
attorney for possible prosecution. Sometimes chsegs been referred to the Attorney
General, who may direct the Kansas Bureau of liyatsbn to investigate in preparation
for a possible prosecution.

Legal Advice
Election officers are not trained or authorizegtovide legal advice to petitioners. It is

common for individuals or groups wishing to draftdacirculate a petition to ask the
Secretary of State or the county election officer &dvice and research on statutes
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pertaining to their issue. If the election offideas a past example of a particular type of
petition being considered, he/she may provide copee the persons inquiring. The
persons planning to circulate the petition sho@ddbvised to retain private legal counsel
to advise them in drafting the appropriate documsieahd following prescribed
procedures.

L egal References

KSA 25-3602

KAR 7-28-1

U.S. Supreme CourBuckley vs. American Constitutional Law Foundation, Inc.

Kansas Court of Appeal€]ine vs. Meis
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PETITION VERIFICATION CHART

D

CODE MEANING COMMENTS
4 DUPLICATE Write the page number of the signature that hasdir been counted. Count only
— SIGNATURES one.
A AFE:EDT'?‘.?_/IgNOF Qirculator signed gffidavit on back of petition aaigo ;igned in reg.ular signature
CIRCULATOR line on front. Invalid because a person cannotegisrhis/her own signature.
BLANK DATE-- Does not invalidate the signature unless it makiesgpossible to tell if the petition
B NO DATE OF was timely filed. If date of signature can be asiged by reviewing lines before or
SIGNATURE after the signature in question, it is valid. S€&@\84-41.
c CANCELLED The voter’s registration has been cancelled duwe#th, purge or other
VOTER disqualification. Not a registered voter. Do notiebif registration is required.
D ﬁ)\:cs;gﬁggcl:? Signer’'s residence must be in the election distostered by the petition.
FAMILY
MEMBER,
F SPOUSE OR Each signer must sign for him/herself. If anotherspn signs, it is forgery.
OTHER PERSON
SIGNED
L ILLEGIBLE The handwriting is not clear or is marked out. Skipse signatures unless the
INFORMATION petition is unable to be verified as sufficienthaitit reviewing these signatures.
NAME OR 1. The last name of the signature must be spaliectically to the registration card.
2. The signature is insufficient if it containstials which are not consistent with thg
SIGNATURE 2 . : 7 SN
DOES NOT name or |n|t|als_ on the registration car_d. 3. _'I'igmature is |ns_uff|c_|ent if it doe_s not
N MATCH appear to b_e similar t_o that on t_he reglst_ratlmtd.(_:a, If_there is ewd_ence Ieadl_ng th
REGISTRATION election officer to believe any signature is natgee, it is not considered sufficient.
5. NOTE: Prefixes such as Dr./Mr./Mrs. are to kerefjarded. Count nicknames an
RECORDS o
abbreviations.
CIRCULATOR If a circulator signs the petition he/she is ciatirg, then signs the affidavit of
0] SIGNED OWN petition circulator, the signature is not countiéds legally invalid to witness one’s
PETITION own action.
p PARTY IS Signers must be in the petg.code is only for
INCORRECT Democratic and Republican candidate petitionslimgfifor the primary.
RESIDENCE DOES Additional information on the registration recoslsch as apartment number is
R NOT MATCH acceptable. If only the additional information igen on the petition without the
REGISTRATION | residence address, then it is not sufficient exedyn applied to petitions involving
RECORDS fundamental rights.
SIGNED IN : : : . . N
s PENCIL Thls_applle_s pnly to recall elections. The law rieggisignatures on recall petitions t
(RECALL ONLY) be signed in ink.
There are several requirements that must be caeside
1. The petition is null and void if the date of thesfisignature is or
more [180 days prior to filing [K.S.A. 25-3602(d)] more than 90 days
prior to filing for recall (K.S.A. 25-4310 and 25324)].
T TIME 2. The registration date must be the same date oréd#fe date of the
signature.
3. Signature date must be before (filing date) and circulator’g
notary date after (county/district attorney appipva
UNREGISTERED--
U CANNOT FIND Signature is not valid if signer is not a registkveter unless registration is not
ANY RECORD OF | required for that type of petition.
THIS NAME




Kansas Election Standards

VERIFIED DATA

The signature, residence and date on the petiaor heen checked and match the
information on the voter’s registration records amekets the criteria required by the
controlling statutes. The signature is valid.

WITHDRAWN
NAMES

Signers may withdraw their names from the petibgmotification in writing prior to
the filing of the petition in case of recall (K.S.25-4324), or within 3 days after the
petition is filed under the general petition stafufK.S.A. 25-3602(c)].




